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Iran is the only country which has experienced two revolutions, a repres-
sive secular authoritarian regime, several short-lived foreign occupations, 
two coup d’états, a protracted war with an aggressor neighbor, several 
popular uprisings, and a repressive theocratic regime—all since the early 
20th century.  

What is the impact of this turbulent history on the political, social, and cul-
tural realities of contemporary Iran?  How do recent trends and events in 
the world affect the political landscape and the lives of the Iranian people? 
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