
Workshop on the Politics of Family and Youth in Contemporary Turkey 

June 17-18, 2022 | Cihangir Hotel | Istanbul 
 
 

DAY 1 (June 17, Friday) 
 

10:00 – 10:15 Welcome & Opening Remarks – Markus Dressler, Universität Leipzig 

 

10:15 – 12:00 Panel I – Social Class, Education, and Parenting in times of Rapid Change 
 

Panel Chair: Biray Kolluoğlu, Boğaziçi Üniversitesi 

Esma Özel Alothman, University of Chicago 

“Choice or Sorting? Working Class Parents and Local High School Applications in Turkey” 
 

Çetin Çelik, Koç Üniversitesi 

 
“When Downward Mobility Haunts: Reproduction Crisis and Educational Strategies of Turkish Middle-Class under 
AK Party Rule” 

Tuğçe Özdemir, Universität Leipzig 

“Diverging Parenting Practices of Middle-Class Families in Turkey” 
 

12:00 – 13:30 Lunch Break 

 
13:30 – 15:15 Panel II – Secularity, Piety, and the AKP-era Gender and Youth Politics 

 

Panel Chair: Ceren Lordoğlu, MSGSÜ 

Nil Mutluer, EUME, Forum Transregionel Studien 

“From Silent to Emphasized Gender and Sexuality Policies During the AKP Era” 

Yıldırım Şentürk, Mimar Sinan Güzel Sanatlar Üniversitesi 

“Transmission of Values in Intergenerational Settings” 

Kezban Çelik, TEDU Ankara 

“Looking at NEET Youth from a Gender Perspective” 

15:15 – 15:45 Coffee Break 

 
15:45 – 17:30 Roundtable – Explaining AKP Politics: Economics, Geopolitics, and Religion (?) 

 

Facilitator: Markus Dressler (Universität Leipzig) | Critical Inputs: Sinem Adar (SWP Berlin), Demet Lüküslü (Yeditepe 

Üniversitesi), Ateş Altınordu (Sabancı Üniversitesi) 

 

 
18:00 Conference Dinner at Pürtelaş Ocakbaşı 



DAY 2 (June 18, Saturday) 
 

10:15 – 12:00 Panel III – Shifts in Youth Culture and Social Hierarchies 

Panel Chair: Başak Akkan, Bilgi Üniversitesi 

Ayça Alemdaroğlu, Stanford University 

“Life/Death Politics of Youth” 

Aydın Özipek, Universität Leipzig 

“Yurtdışı as a Common Aspirational Horizon among Young People in Turkey: Different Pathways, Orientations, 
Engagements” 

Patrick Lewis, University of Chicago 

“The Spirit of the ‘Pirtûk Kafe’: Youth Culture, Language Activism, and the Cafe in Turkey and North Kurdistan” 
 

12:00 – 13:30 Lunch Break 

 
13:30 – 15:15 Panel IV – Between the Ideal and the Actual: AKP’s Youth-Oriented Organizations and the 

Dynamics of Polarization 

Panel Chair: Sevinç Doğan, Koç Üniversitesi 

Elif Gençkal-Eroler, Istanbul Gedik Üniversitesi 

“Youth, Women, and GONGOs in Turkey” 

Bilge Yabancı, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice & Northwestern University 

“Autocratization from Below: Government-Oriented Youth Organizations and Crafting Acceptable Citizenry in 

Turkey” 

Demet Lüküslü, Yeditepe Üniversitesi 

“Religious-secular Polarization and Youth in Turkey: Young People as Gate Keepers of or Challengers against (the 

politics of) Polarization?” 

15:15 – 15:45 Coffee Break 

 
15:45 – 17:30 Roundtable – Youthful Cultural Practices in the face of Governmental Attempts at Cultivating 
Ideal Generations 

Facilitator: Demet Lüküslü, Yeditepe Üniversitesi | Critical Inputs: Ayça Alemdaroğlu, (Stanford University), Kezban Çelik 
(TEDU Ankara), Bilge Yabancı (Ca’ Foscari University of Venice & Northwestern University) 

 
 
 
 
The workshop has been organized with the participation between Universität Leipzig and Yeditepe Üniversitesi, and funded by 
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG).  



Important Information for Participants 

• Presentations are expected to be between 15 and 20 minutes. 

• PowerPoint presentations are welcome. Please let us know in advance if you need other technical support. 

• You are welcome to present and/or contribute in Turkish or English.  

• Lunch during the workshops and dinner on Friday are open to all participants. In case you cannot join us, 
please let us know in advance so that we can adjust the reservations. 

• Participants joining from outside of Istanbul are required to fill out a travel reimbursement form, which will 
be distributed at the beginning of the workshop, and to present copies of flight tickets. Please refer to the 
official letter of invitation you received for further details and terms. 
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ABSTRACTS 

DAY 1 (June 17, Friday) 
 

Panel I 

10:15 – 12:00 

Social Class, Education, and Parenting in times of Rapid Change 
 

Panel Chair: Biray Kolluoğlu, Boğaziçi Üniversitesi 

Esma Özel Alothman 
 

Choice or Sorting? Working Class Parents and Local High School Applications in Turkey 

Educational tracking is a key mechanism of social stratification. But we know little about what 

determines how students are sorted into different high school tracks in Turkey. This paper examines 

local high school applications in a public middle school in Istanbul to understand how 8th-grade 

parents negotiate placement into general, vocational, and religious education tracks. Drawing on 

school-site observations and over 130 in-depth interviews with parents, teachers, and tutors, it 

explores how JDP’s vocational education policies intersect with educational performance and social 

class structures to reduce educational opportunities for upward social mobility. It finds that local high 

school applications are a classed phenomenon: most middle-class families exit the public school 

system and enroll in private high schools following a poor performance in the high school entrance 

exam. In contrast, parents of working-class students with similar exam performances strive to enroll 

their children in oversubscribed Anatolian high schools despite school type restrictions, narrow 

attendance zones and placement based on middle school GPAs. The paper argues that organizational 

arrangements, rather than voluntary self-elimination, accounts for the disproportionate placement of 

working-class students into vocational high schools. These findings have strong policy implications 

about improving educational equity in Turkey. 

Çetin Çelik 

When downward mobility haunts: reproduction crisis and educational strategies of Turkish 

middle-class under AK Party Rule 

The gradual restructuring of the political economy of Turkey after the 1980s has changed the 

positioning of the middle class and the importance of its social, economic, and cultural capitals. In 

particular, lowering the quality of public education through systematic privatization and Islamisation 

has   constituted   a   significant   threat   to   this   class’   reproduction    capacity.    Drawing    on 

three years of longitudinal qualitative data from parents in Istanbul, we show that this class 

experiences a reproduction crisis and follows a two-step strategy for ensuring their children’s social 

mobility: capturing public schools with a middle-class school-mix and transforming them into private- 

school-like spaces through intense engagement. 

Tuğçe Özdemir 

Diverging Parenting Practices of Middle Classes in Turkey 

The AK Party, followed more liberal, EU-oriented policies in its first period, but especially after 2007, 

their policies and discourses focus on the project of conservative and neoliberal society. These 
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discourses and policies came to life in the slogan of a “new, religious, conservative” generation and  

society. These discourses and policies came to the fore in two areas: family and youth. With an 

attention to family, I am investigating whether this project of transforming society has a response to 

various segments of the society. In this presentation, I am specifically looking at the parenting values 

and practices of middle classes. Contemporary scholarship has shown the largely invisible but powerful 

ways that parents’ social class impacts children’s life experiences. There is a strong relationship 

between socio-economic status and academic achievement. Annette Lareau compares the child- 

rearing practices of the middle class and lower class. She defines concerted cultivation as the main 

childrearing strategy of middle-class parents while the lower classes embrace accomplishment of 

natural growth which describes the practice of child rearing that allows the child to grow 

spontaneously. According to the field findings of our research, social class differences are the most 

fundamental factor influencing parenting practices and values. In particular, the parenting styles of the 

lower class differ from those of the middle class. However, in this presentation I will compare two 

middle-class families. Because when we come to this research, the gap opens when the middle class is 

working in a scattered way from different segments of Turkey. Concerted cultivation is not so pure and 

clear. In most cases, findings converging to natural growth appear. Contrary to the generalizations in 

the literature, I argue that there are also differences within the middle classes based on the unequal 

distribution of cultural capital. 
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Panel II 

13:30 – 15:15 

Secularity, Piety, and the AKP-era Gender and Youth Politics 

Panel Chair: Ceren Lordoğlu, MSGSÜ 

Nil Mutluer 

From Silent to Emphasized Gender and Sexuality Policies During the AKP Era 

In the AKP era, gender and sexuality play a central role in reshaping the secular-religious divide to instil 

'yeni milli' (new national) -or as AKP members call it, 'yerli ve milli' (homegrown and national)- values. 

Adopting a feminist and reflexive approach, this paper seeks to demonstrate that Erdoğan and the AKP 

have used gender and sexuality-related issue areas not as diversions to highjack the public agenda, as 

it is often assumed, but as a medium to regulate the neoliberal redistribution of conservative values. 

After a brief presentation of the historical background of the gendered evolution of the secular- 

religious divide in Turkish politics, this paper focuses on the following three particular cases: the 

policies and discourse on LGBTI rights; the link that was established between the reproductive rights 

of women and ethnic identity; and how the AKP created new types of 'other men' and 'other women.' 

The article also seeks to show that in each case the meanings attributed to the secular and the religious 

in the secular-religious divide have shifted accordingly and that shift was reflective of, and was used 

to instil, the particular set of values supportive of particular political positions, and how these meanings 

shift in different generations. 

Yıldırım Şentürk 

Transmission of Values in Intergenerational Settings 

Based on the qualitative research conducted with the members of 22 families in Turkey as a part of 

our Horizon 2020 Research Project (CHIEF – Cultural Heritages and Identities of Europe’s Future), this 

presentation aims to understand the transmission of values among generations in Turkey by exploring 

the dynamics of intergenerational relations. The socialisation among older and younger generations 

mutually affects each other, rather than being in one direction from elder to younger. In this regard, 

the transmission of values, beliefs, and skills does not take place smoothly. Instead, negotiation, re- 

interpretation, and contestation are all part of these transmissions. Every family presents a different 

pattern of intergenerational relations. 

The spatial configuration of prevailing intergenerational relations within a particular family requires 

special attention (Wyn and White, 2000; Hopkins and Pain, 2007; Vanderbeck and Worth, 2015; 

Vanderbeck, 2019). Therefore, the place (space), occasion (time), activity (practice) aspects of the 

intergenerational relations are necessary elements to examine. These intergenerational relation 

patterns eventually shape the dynamics of the transmission of values, beliefs, knowledge, and 

practices among the family members. Every family presents a different pattern of intergenerational 

relations. Each family constructs temporary or permanent occasions or places for their familial 

intergenerational practices such as grandchild care, grandparents visit, or a gathering of the extended 

family members for dinner or at their summerhouse. Parents, as the middle generation, seek to instil 

some values and beliefs from grandparents to grandchildren. However, the transmission of culture and 

values often occurs through selection, redefinition, and constant negotiation of its contents among 

family members. In other words, even a family emphasising the importance of a particular tradition 

and belief often do not reproduce it without changing its content. 
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Kezban Çelik 

Toplumsal Cinsiyet Perspektifinden Eğitimde ve İstihdamda Olmayan Gençlere Bakmak 

Sanayi öncesi toplumlardan modern toplumlara kadar var olan toplumsal tabakalaşma sistemlerini 

farklı şekillerde tanımlamak mümkündür ama bu tanımlamaların en genel ve kapsayıcı olanı, kişinin 

toplumda var olan sistem içinde nereye yerleştirildiği ya da kendini nereye yerleştirdiğidir. Bu yerleşim, 

belli ölçüde kaynakların eşitsiz dağılım ilkelerini de içinde barındırır. Bu anlamda toplumsal 

tabakalaşma eşitsiz dağılımın sistematik yapısını tarif eden genel bir sosyal olgudur. Tabakalaşma 

çalışmaları incelendiğinde, ekonomik, ırk, etnik, ve cinsiyet temelli eşitsiz dağılım konulularının görece 

daha çok çalışılmış olduğu; yaşa dayalı tabakalaşmanın ise daha az çalışılmış olduğu söylenebilir. Öte 

yandan günümüzde yaşa bağlı toplumsal eşitsizliklerin artmakta oluşu ve yaşın da toplumsal 

tabakalaşmayı etkileyen/belirleyen önemli bir unsur olduğu da görülmektedir. Bu kapsamda, gencin 

kim olduğu, nasıl/hangi ölçütlerle tanımlandığı ve bu tanımlamanın yaşam şansları üzerindeki etkisini 

anlamak önemli hale gelmektedir. 

Gencin kim olduğu, fırsatları, güçlükleri aşma yolları ve toplumsal olanda bir yer/statü edinebilmeleri; 

ülkelerin refah devlet model ve uygulamalarına, eğitim sisteminden işe geçişe ilişkin uygulamalara ve 

yetişkin olma kriterlerini tanımlayan kültürel farklılıklara göre çeşitlenmektedir. Bu çalışma, “Eğitimde 

ve İstihdamda Olmayan” gençleri merkeze almaktadır. Genç olmayı belirleyen iki önemli alanda 

olmayan gençlerin deneyimleri, toplumsal cinsiyet perspektifi ile ele alınacaktır. Konu, bireysel bir 

deneyim olarak değil politik bir sorun ve konu olarak ele alınacaktır. Eğitimde ve istihdamda olmamanın 

ürettiği sonuçların kadın ve erkekleri farklı etkilediği ve bu farkın toplumsal cinsiyet eşitsizliği ile 

beslendiği iddia edilecektir. 
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DAY 2 (June 18, Saturday) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ayça Alemdaroğlu 

Life/death politics of youth 

Panel III 
10:15 – 12:00 

Shifts in Youth Culture and Social Hierarchies 

Panel Chair: Başak Akkan, Bilgi Üniversitesi

 

On December 28th, 2011, Turkish F-16 jets bombed a group of individuals crossing the Iraqi-Turkish 

border near the village of Roboski, 50 km from the nearest city of Şırnak. Soon it became clear that the 

group of 36 was traveling with 50 mules back from Northern Iraq, bringing gas, tea, and cigarettes to 

sell in the domestic market. Despite the extensive military surveillance, smuggling or what locals call 

“border trade” have historically been a significant source of livelihood. This routine smuggling activity, 

heightened amidst the war between the Turkish military and the PKK (Kurdistan Workers’ Party), is 

well-known to local bureaucrats and military personnel led to the destruction of 34 people by four 

bombs that night. Nineteen were under 18 years old, most others in their 20s. The following day, it 

was reported the relatives went to look for the youth in the mountains nearby. When they found most 

burned to death, few were still alive with serious injuries. Villagers asked for help. The roads were 

blocked, the local military commander refused to fly helicopters to transport the injured. When the 

help came, all except one were dead. The official announcement came from the Turkish military 12 

hours after the bombing. The statement read the attack was based on the intelligence and technical 

analysis about the movement of terrorist groups planning to attack the military bases in the border 

region. Two days after the incident, then Prime Minister Erdogan said the incident was unlucky and 

sad and conveyed his condolences to the families of the deceased. Later, in his government efforts to 

limit abortion, Erdogan recklessly likened abortion to the Uludere massacre. Since then, no official 

acceptance of wrongdoing or apology came forward. No one, who was responsible for the bombing, 

was brought to justice. This was not the first time that security forces killed children and youth. Nor 

was it the first or last time that extrajudicial killings by the state went unpunished. 

While the Roboski incident indicates an episode of a long and global history of state violence, in this 

essay, I interpret it as a lens on the conditions of being young in contemporary Turkey. The goal here 

is not to equalize the particular history of repression and level of suffering of Kurdish youth with other 

youth. Instead, I would like to propose a lens on youth lives with a concept that is perhaps the least 

suited to it, that of death. Dominant political and popular imaginaries often associate youth with 

viability and vitality. However, the Roboski incident is one of many episodes that indicate the 

vulnerability of youth and the imminence of death, particularly in the margins of the society, for 

Kurdish youth, young women, poor and working-class youth, and young youth dissidents. 

Therefore, this paper engages with two main questions: what does the immature death tell us about 

the structures of power, discrimination, and violence in a country? Can we examine how young people 

die in a country to understand the life chances of youth? The paper will answer these questions by 

focusing on three patterns of immature death, unidentified killings or killings by armed forces, young 

women killed by men, and suicides. 
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Aydın Özipek 

Yurtdışı as a Common Aspirational Horizon among Young People in Turkey: Different 

Pathways, Orientations, and Engagements 

Many young people who live in Turkey say they don’t see a future for themselves in Turkey and express 

their desire to move abroad. It appears to be a universal aspiration, cutting across gender, class, 

ethnicity, and religious-secular divides. While some young people have realistic pathways and concrete 

plans to make this a reality, many others experience it as an unachievable fantasy, yet they remain 

attached to it. Incorporating insights and examples from my ongoing and previous fieldwork, this 

presentation focuses on the phenomenon of “yurtdışı” through a comparison of a multiplicity of 

engagements with it. In doing so, its aim is to propose “yurtdışı” as a useful heuristic for a better 

understanding of contemporary experience of youth in Turkey, as it anchors young people’s 

orientations towards time and geography, and reveals their ideas of good, adult lives. 

 

Patrick Lewis 

The Spirit of the ‘Pirtûk Kafe’: Youth Culture, Language Activism, and the Cafe in Turkey and 

North Kurdistan 

This paper draws on ethnographic research and study between 2015 and 2019 as a researcher and 

student at Turkey’s first Kurdish-language university department at Artuklu University in the city of 

Mardin, together with material collected from different forms of mass and social media, to explore 

how young Kurdish students and teachers are working to shift the ways that Kurdish-langauge 

practices are evaluated in public interaction and valorized as a medium of everyday sociality and the 

relationship between language activism and youth cafe culture. Focusing specifically on the creation 

of a new social institution -- the ‘book cafe’ or pirtûk kafe, a space where customers can browse and 

buy Kurdish-language text objects as well as sit and drink tea with friends and colleagues -- this paper 

explores how cafes become central sites (and books and tea become central, interconnected media of 

value) connecting local speech communities, global youth culture, and the formation of the new 

Kurdish reading publics in Turkey and North Kurdistan. 
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Elif Genckal Eroler 

Panel IV 

13:30 – 15:15 

Between the Ideal and the Actual: AKP’s Youth-Oriented Organizations 

and the Dynamics of Polarization 

Panel Chair: Sevinç Doğan, Koç Üniversitesi 

 

Youth, Women and Gongos in Turkey 

Throughout the Turkish political history, the women and youth have been always given a central role 

by political leaders. As a result of this policy orientation, there has been a common agreement in 

Turkish society that women are primarily mothers and wives and obliged to raise ‘ideal youth’ which 

constitutes the bases of ‘ideal citizen’. In this sense, AKP era is no exception within the history of 

Turkish Republic regarding the importance given to the women, family and youth. However, AKP with 

its conservative and de-secular policies, constitutes a transformation from the Republic’s early years 

secular orientation of modernization. Using the word “gender justice” instead of “gender equality” or 

declaring the aim of “raising pious generation” can be considered as the reflection of the de- 

secularized description of ‘ideal youth’ and ‘ideal women’ in this era. One of the most important tools 

of AKP leaders use to develop a discourse on women and youth in line with their religious and 

conservative worldview is civil society organizations (CSOs). This study focuses on the how AKP tried 

to shape the area of civil society and reproduced its power through Government-Organized Non- 

Governmental Organizations (GONGOs). Considering that GONGOs are used by scholars by describing 

the civil society organizations which do not contribute to the expansion of civil society and 

democratization, but to realizing the state agenda and ideology, this study aims to scrutinize 

ideological ties between state and civil society in today’s Turkey. As one of the “state ideological 

apparatus”, three most prominent organizations regarding the women and youth politics that conform 

to the definition of GONGOs which are the Woman and Democracy Association (Kadın ve Demokrasi 

Derneği, KADEM), the Youth and Education Service Foundation (Türkiye Gençlik ve Eğitime Hizmet 

Vakfı, TÜRGEV) and Educators Unity Union (Eğitimciler Birliği Sendikası, EĞİTİM-BİR-SEN) will be 

analyzed in this study. 

Bilge Yabancı 

Autocratization from below: Government-oriented youth organizations and crafting 

acceptable citizenry in Turkey 

Whilst the institutional change under autocratic pressure is well-documented, social and cultural 

transformations during the process of de-democratization remain understudied. This paper examines 

civil society as a key venue for autocratization of the socio-cultural field through the creation of desired 

‘subjectivities’. Civil society stands at the intersections of state-society relations and intermediates 

their relationship. Many scholars have argued that this intermediary position allows civil society 

organizations to mediate public sphere debates on salient sociopolitical issues, keep political elites 

answerable, mobilize collective action, and provide alternative channels of claims-making and 

participation. While these attributes are not deniable, we should not assume that these credentials 

are necessarily democratic and pluralistic and generate subjectivities with social capital. In Turkey, a 
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specific sub-type of civil society organizations, ‘government-oriented civil society organizations’, work 

in the area of family and youth politics to circulate official discourse in search of legitimation and social 

consent for an increasingly nationalist-militarist-gendered socio-cultural landscape. These 

organizations possess a certain degree of internal autonomy but remain highly reliant on the political 

authority in terms of agenda, visibility, contribution to policy-making processes, and fundraising. Over 

the last decade, they have spread across Turkey and gained vast financial, logistical and political 

influence. 

The paper will first discuss these organizations’ development and expansion patterns, organizational 

structure, everyday setting, and organic ties to the government. They are granted freedoms of 

association and expression that are denied to ‘dangerous others’, and encouraged to flourish and 

establish grassroots links with society. Then, the paper will share some ethnographical findings of their 

engagement with the youth. Such organizations do not only overcrowd the civic space. Government- 

oriented youth organizations in Turkey ensure that the official discourse and ideology of the 

government reach out to youth across Turkey. At the local level, they have become centres of 

‘politicized leisure’, social benefits and services to the youth. These activities are crucial in establishing 

clientelist communities and allow government-oriented civil society to transmit ideas and discourses 

that construct a social 'reality'. As a result, they shape youngsters’ moral, political and ideological 

attitudes through nationalist and socio-cultural antagonisms. Findings offer some generalizable 

lessons about the role that co-opted civil society plays in deepening autocratization beyond Turkey by 

dispersing socio-cultural antagonisms between religion and secularism, traditionalism and modernity, 

corporatism and liberal civic culture, majoritarianism and pluralism. 

Prof. Dr. Demet Lüküslü&Dr. Begüm Uzun 

Religious-secular Polarization and Youth in Turkey: Young People as Gate Keepers of or 

Challengers against (the politics of) Polarization? 

Recent research shows that polarization along the religious-secular axis in Turkey has advanced and 

become an inherent challenge against democratic sustainability and coexistence. Scholars of Turkish 

politics and society contend that even though cleavages based on religious and secular identities have 

historically persisted in Turkey and produced certain levels of political and social distance, the 

polarizing discourse and policies of the ruling AKP have recently exacerbated the situation. In the last 

decade, pious and secular publics have remained deeply polarized in voting preferences, cultural 

values, and reactions to government policies. How does religious-secular polarization impact young 

people in Turkey? Do young people also remain polarized in their political attitudes, cultural 

orientations, and social relations or do they re-negotiate and unsettle identity-based polarization? We 

will argue that both cultural identities (religious or secular) and partisan identities (supporting the 

ruling bloc or the opposition) create issue polarization among youth. Young people diverge in their 

attitudes towards lifestyle choices and their approaches to current issues in Turkish politics, such as 

the Gezi protests, the 2016 coup attempt, and the transition to a presidential system. However, we 

will also show that young people resist affective polarization. They place a high value on establishing 

and sustaining friendships with peers from diverse cultural backgrounds, and they pioneer cultural 

harmony and coexistence at school and in the workplace. Our paper draws upon an original 2017 

nationwide public survey, and focus-group discussions and in-depth interviews with religious and 

secular youth conducted in 2017-18. 
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